
https://zerowaste.dc.gov/curbsidecomposting
https://www.boston.gov/departments/public-works/curbside-food-waste-collection
http://boston.gov
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The “o�-the-shelf” version of the Model (without commentaries) provides clean, streamlined language that can be enacted by 
a municipality. The “with commentaries” version of the Model includes extensive footnotes that o�er additional context and 
background, address the bene�ts of key provisions and alternative approaches, and provide examples.

The Model, together with this background memorandum and the accompanying slide presentation, is intended to help mitigate 
the substantial transaction costs (including administrative costs) associated with researching, drafting, and enacting new 
community composting measures.

BACKGROUND ON FOOD WASTE AND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING
Food Waste Overview
More than 30 percent of all food in the United States goes uneaten, at enormous �nancial, environmental, and social cost.5 
Annually, the food wasted across the supply chain equates to roughly 1.4 percent of U.S. gross domestic product and is 
responsible for 4 percent of all U.S. greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.6 What’s more, when food is wasted, all of the resources 
used to grow, harvest, transport, store, and prepare it are wasted as well. For example, food waste accounts for 16 percent of 
all freshwater use and 16 percent of all cropland use in the United States.7

Composting is one of several key strategies to reduce the negative impacts of food waste, thus helping municipalities meet 
their climate and waste reduction goals while achieving various other co-bene�ts. This is illustrated by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Wasted Food Scale, which ranks the priority pathways for prevention and diversion of food 
waste based on environmental impacts.8 Although the most preferred strategies are to prevent food from being wasted or to 
redistribute or repurpose surplus food, composting is an important complement to other food waste reduction strategies. 
Additionally, composting is especially useful for inedible food scraps such as banana peels, corncobs, and co�ee grounds.9

Composting Overview
Composting is the process of recycling organic material (such as yard trimmings and food scraps) through controlled aerobic 
decomposition into a valuable soil amendment known as compost—a dark, crumbly, earthy-smelling, and biologically stable 
organic material that can be used to enrich soil and improve plant growth. By providing an ideal environment for bacteria, 
fungi, and other organisms essential to the process, composting speeds up the natural decomposition of organic matter.10 

Composting activities are undertaken across a spectrum of sites and operational sizes, from backyard composting to 
community composting to large industrial facilities.11 Although community composting can take a variety of forms, it is 
generally more limited in size than industrial composting and, for purposes of the Model, does not include on-farm composting 
(except in the context of urban farms and community gardens). Community composting is also distinct from backyard or home 
composting, where the organic material is processed on-site in a residential setting and the compost is typically used at the 
same location.

Bene�ts of Composting and Compost Use
Composting and compost use o�er myriad social, economic, and environmental bene�ts. Composting diverts organic material 
from land�lls and incinerators, thereby reducing emissions of GHGs—particularly methane, which has 80 times more planet-
warming potential than carbon dioxide in the �rst 20 years after it is emitted.12 Signi�cant amounts of methane are produced 
when organic material breaks down anaerobically (without oxygen) in land�lls; composting, on the other hand, is an aerobic 
(with oxygen) process that minimizes methane production.13 Composting instead of land�lling or incinerating can also reduce 
disposal costs and, ultimately, the need for expansion or construction of new land�lls and incinerators.14 Thus, composting 
can lessen the harmful public health impacts of these disposal facilities, which are disproportionately sited in low-income 
communities and communities of color.15 The composting industry also sustains more jobs than land�lling or incineration on  
a per-ton basis.16

Additionally, applying compost to soil can decrease the need for chemical fertilizers and pesticides, which are costly, are 
energy intensive to produce, and contribute to water pollution.17 Further, compost helps soil retain moisture, which in turn 
helps prevent erosion, reduce stormwater runo�, lower irrigation costs, and conserve water resources.18 Compost also boosts 
the capacity of soil to hold nutrients and sequester carbon, and it can degrade speci�c pollutants; it may also control certain 
soil-borne plant pathogens.19

Bene�ts of Community Composting
Community composting operations are designed to meet local needs, serve local interests, and engage the community in a 
variety of ways. These may include providing job training and local jobs, education on food systems and sustainability, local 
green space for community members to enjoy, and a low-cost soil amendment for community members to use to improve soil 
health.20 By keeping the process and the product (i.e., compost) local, community composters help to keep the many bene�ts  
of composting local as well.21



https://www.fema.gov/glossary/floodplain-management-ordinances
https://www.biocycle.net/residential-food-waste-collection-access-in-u-s/
https://www.biocycle.net/residential-food-waste-collection-access-in-u-s/
https://filetransfer.nashville.gov/portals/0/sitecontent/pw/docs/recycle/MasterPlan/SWMP Appendices_Final.pdf
https://filetransfer.nashville.gov/portals/0/sitecontent/pw/docs/recycle/MasterPlan/SWMP Appendices_Final.pdf
https://ilsr.org/articles/franchise-districts-composters/
https://www.austintexas.gov/department/get-private-hauler-license
https://www.nashville.gov/departments/water/waste-and-recycling/private-collection-permits




https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-municipal-zoning-ordinance-community-composting-and-without-commentaries
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/municipal-model-policies-food-waste-reduction
https://ilsr.org/articles/food-waste-hierarchy/
https://refed.org/downloads/2025-refed-u-s-food-waste-report/
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale


https://www.nrdc.org/stories/natural-gas-industry-has-methane-problem




https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/state-of-composting-in-us.pdf
https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/state-of-composting-in-us.pdf
https://ilsr.org/articles/composting-sense-tables/
https://ilsr.org/benefits-of-composting/
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/general/custom.asp?page=CompostBenefits
https://www.epa.gov/nps/nonpoint-source-agriculture
https://mayor.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/BaltimoreFoodWaste&RecoveryStrategy_Sept2018.pdf
https://mayor.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/BaltimoreFoodWaste&RecoveryStrategy_Sept2018.pdf
https://hrra.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Compost-and-Its-Benefits.pdf
https://hrra.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Compost-and-Its-Benefits.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/community-composting
https://ilsr.org/composting/what-is-community-composting/
https://ilsr.org/pcap/
https://ilsr.org/pcap/
https://www.theselc.org/compostdraft
https://ilsr.org/articles/composting-2022-census/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20082023/baltimore-composting-environmental-justice/
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/benefits-using-compost
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28  Sophia Hosain, “As Heat Islands Worsen in Baltimore, Local Composting Can Relieve Its E�ects,” ILSR, August 9, 2022, https://ilsr.org/articles/baltimore-heat-
islands-cooled-by-composting/. 

29  “Urban Agriculture & Community Gardens,” University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension, 2022, https://foodsystems.extension.wisc.edu/
�les/2022/04/MKEGardens_4-4-22-2.pdf .

30  Platt, “Hierarchy to Reduce Food Waste”; ILSR, “What Is Composting?,” December 13, 2022, https://ilsr.org/articles/poster-what-is-composting/ .

31  See, e.g., SELC, Community Compost Law & Policy, accessed November 2024, https://www.theselc.org/compost  (observing that the “legal life” of compost is 
far more complex than one might imagine). SELC, in collaboration with ILSR, has developed and collected many excellent resources on compost law and policy. 
See SELC and ILSR, Compost Resources, accessed March 23, 2025, https://www.compostlaw.org/resources  (the legal guide to composting for Alameda County, 
California, presented as a PowerPoint slide deck, is particularly informative). Additional resources compiled by ILSR may be found at ILSR, Model Composting 
Policy Library, accessed March 23, 2025, https://ilsr.org/composting/policy-library/ .

32  Such activities (and their potential impacts) include the siting of the community composting operation; its operational characteristics (such as size, composting 
con�guration or system, and feedstock categories); any potential impacts of the operation on local water and air resources; the creation of odors or attraction of 
vectors; the collection and transport of feedstocks to the site (from their source or from intermediate points); and the storage, distribution, and sale of compost.

33  See, e.g., Linda Bilsens Brolis and Brenda Platt, Community Composting Done Right: A Guide to Best Management Practices, ILSR, March 2019, 5, https://ilsr.org/
articles/composting-bmp-guide/.

34  For a detailed examination of how one of the largest jurisdictions, California, regulates small- and medium-scale composting activities, see, e.g., CalRecycle, 
Small/Medium Composting Project Permitting 1–2, pub. no. DRRR-2024-1738, September 10, 2024, https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Publications/Download/1921  
(“discuss[ing] the complex permitting and operational challenges that current and future composting activities may encounter and o�er[ing] opportunities to 
clarify and navigate the site permitting requirements and processes”).

35  For a recent example of the many ways in which state law can apply to a composting facility, see, e.g., Maryland Department of the Environment, Permitting 
Guidance for Maryland Composting Facilities, September 2022, 3, https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/land/RecyclingandOperationsprogram/Documents/
Composting%20Facility%20Permitting%20Guidance.pdf (presenting in table form a detailed list of potential state-level permitting or approval requirements).

36  However, community composters will rarely need to obtain a permit directly from a federal agency, as applicable standards are normally imposed through state 
and local regulation.

37  See, e.g., Ala. Code §22-27-2(34) (Solid Waste Disposal Act de�nition of solid waste).

38  See, e.g., EPA, “National Overview: Facts and Figures on Materials, Wastes and Recycling,” last updated November 8, 2024, https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-
�gures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-�gures-materials .

39  EPA, Composting—Impacts of Sending Food and Other Organic Materials to Land�lls, last updated October 10, 2024, https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-
management-food/composting.

40  State regulation of solid waste must comply with the requirements of the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. §6901 et seq., 
which establishes the framework for a national system of hazardous and nonhazardous solid waste control. RCRA Subtitle D and its accompanying regulations 
apply to nonhazardous solid waste. Federal authority to regulate solid waste disposal under Subtitle D is considered “limited,” as RCRA leaves to state and 
local government the primary roles in planning, regulating, and implementing the management of nonhazardous solid waste (such as household garbage). 
See Congressional Research Service, Environmental Laws: Summaries of Major Statutes Administered by the Environmental Protection Agency, last updated 
December 20, 2013, 51–52, https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/RL30798  (summarizing RCRA solid waste management requirements).

41  See Craig Coker, “Compost Facility Planning: Composting Facility Approvals and Permits,” BioCycle, August 23, 2022, https://www.biocycle.net/composting-
facility-approval-permits/  (“All states have regulations now that guide the development, design and operation of solid waste composting facilities, although some 
are more rigorous than others.”).

42  See USCC, State Regulators and Regulations, accessed November 2024, https://www.compostingcouncil.org/general/custom.asp?page=StateRegulations; and 
SELC, State-by-State Small Compost Facility Permitting Rules, May 17, 2020, https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ebdd3df36467a3be075ec5e/t/5ec1ed997e00f
b72ee84f1c2/1589767587414/State-by-State+Small+Compost+Facility+Permitting+Rules+-+Sheet1+%281%29.pdf.

43  See, e.g., Code of Md. Regs. §§26-04-11.00 to 26-04-11.9999 (Composting Facilities) (establishing requirements for issuance of a composting facility permit). 

44  As noted earlier, whether any particular state-level solid waste or composting requirement applies to a community composting operation depends on the 
characteristics and size of that operation.

45  See, e.g., Ala. Admin. Code r. 335-13-14.02(6) & r. 335-13-14.03(3)(b) (providing exemption for on-site composting unless used for revenue generation). See also, 
e.g., Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 391-3-4-.16(2)(e) & (3)(a)(1) (exempting backyard composting, as de�ned by law, from requirement to obtain a solid waste handling 
permit). “Backyard composting,” which can be de�ned in di�erent ways depending on the state, is often exempt from regulation.

46  Ala. Admin. Code r. 335-13-14.03(3)(b).

47  See, e.g., Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 391-3-4-.16(3)(a)(2) & (4)(a)(1) (exempting facilities composting only yard trimmings and land-clearing debris, among other 
“Category A” feedstocks, from requirement to obtain a solid waste handling permit). Community composting operations typically do not process nonorganic 
feedstock or feedstocks that have a high level of regulatory concern, such as toxic materials, hazardous waste, sewage sludge, and biosolids.

48  See, e.g., Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 391-3-4-.16(5)(b)(1)(i) & (4)(a)(2) (providing that facilities meeting certain criteria, including the receipt of less than 500 tons  
per month of food residuals and other “Category B” feedstock,�may operate under permit-by-rule without obtaining a solid waste handling permit).

49  See, e.g., 250-140-05 R.I. Code R. §§1.5(A)(184) & 8.3 (excluding from registration requirement facilities that meet de�nition of a “small-scale composting 
operation,” which includes composting 25 cubic yards or less of material at any given time, with feedstocks not including certain kinds of putrescible waste;  
but such operations must still comply with other regulatory requirements). 

50  See, e.g., N.H. Code Admin. R. Env-Sw 608.05 (expressly exempting from state permitting requirement for solid waste facilities community composting facilities 
that meet stated criteria, including compliance with ILSR best management practices). For details on a number of states with permit exemptions for small 
composters, see Brenda Platt, “On-Farm Composting Rules and Permit Exemptions,” ILSR, June 1, 2016, https://ilsr.org/articles/on-farm-composting/ . 

51  This de�nition is contained in the RCRA subtitle D regulations, 40 CFR §243.101(dd).

https://ilsr.org/articles/baltimore-heat-islands-cooled-by-composting/
https://ilsr.org/articles/baltimore-heat-islands-cooled-by-composting/
https://foodsystems.extension.wisc.edu/files/2022/04/MKEGardens_4-4-22-2.pdf
https://foodsystems.extension.wisc.edu/files/2022/04/MKEGardens_4-4-22-2.pdf
https://ilsr.org/articles/poster-what-is-composting/
https://www.theselc.org/compost
https://www.compostlaw.org/resources
https://ilsr.org/composting/policy-library/
https://ilsr.org/articles/composting-bmp-guide/
https://ilsr.org/articles/composting-bmp-guide/
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Publications/Download/1921
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/land/RecyclingandOperationsprogram/Documents/Composting Facility Permitting Guidance.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/land/RecyclingandOperationsprogram/Documents/Composting Facility Permitting Guidance.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials


https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/RL30798
https://www.biocycle.net/composting-facility-approval-permits/
https://www.biocycle.net/composting-facility-approval-permits/
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/general/custom.asp?page=StateRegulations
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ebdd3df36467a3be075ec5e/t/5ec1ed997e00fb72ee84f1c2/1589767587414/State-by-State+Small+Compost+Facility+Permitting+Rules+-+Sheet1+%281%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ebdd3df36467a3be075ec5e/t/5ec1ed997e00fb72ee84f1c2/1589767587414/State-by-State+Small+Compost+Facility+Permitting+Rules+-+Sheet1+%281%29.pdf
https://ilsr.org/articles/on-farm-composting/
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73  See, e.g., Altoona (WI) Municipal Code §8.34.030(A)(2) (Composting); Ferguson (MO) Code of Ordinances §37-6 (Composting); Edwardsville (IL) Code of 
Ordinances §1248.02.16 (Compost piles; public/private).

74  See, e.g., Island Cty. (WA) Code of Ordinances §8.08B.150 (Composting facilities).

75  See, e.g., Boulder (CO) Municipal Code §6-3-6 (Health, Safety, and Sanitation Title) (“No person who maintains a compost pile shall fail to prevent it from 
becoming a nuisance due to putrid odors or attraction of wildlife or pests, including, without limitation, rodents, insects, or other animals.”).

76  See, e.g., Altoona (WI) Municipal Code §8.34.030(A)(2) (“All compost piles and bins shall be so maintained as to prevent the attraction or harborage of rodents and 
pests. The presence of rodents or pests in or near a compost pile or bin shall be considered a public nuisance and be cause for the City of Altoona and/or Eau Claire 
County Public Health to proceed to enforcement.”); and Edwardsville (IL) Code of Ordinances §1248.02.16(a)(2) (similar).

77  For example, one Washington county requires that operators “control nuisance odors to prevent migration beyond property boundaries” and “manage the 
operation to prevent attraction of �ies, rodents, and other vectors.” Island Cty. (WA) Code of Ordinances §8.08B.150(A)(3)(c), (d). Best management practices 
include use of a rodent-resistant system. A rodent-resistant system is one designed with holes not greater than one-half inch, such as a three-bin system enclosed 
with galvanized steel hardware cloth (ideally 23-gauge or lower) or an in-vessel tumbler. Quarter-inch hardware cloth is generally not available in a strong enough 
grade of galvanized steel to deter all rodents, but adding an additional layer of quarter-inch hardware cloth to galvanized steel half-inch hardware cloth would also 
deter mice. Half-inch holes will keep out rats; quarter-inch holes will keep out mice.

78  See, e.g., Altoona (PA) Health & Safety Code §8.34.030(A)(5) (“No compost pile or bin may be placed within twenty (25) [sic] feet of any body of water, wetland, or 
area designated as 100-year �ood plain.”).

79  “Once FEMA provides a community with the �ood hazard information upon which �oodplain management regulations are based, the community is required 
to adopt a �oodplain management ordinance that meets or exceeds the minimum NFIP requirements.” Federal Emergency Management Authority (FEMA), 
Floodplain Management Ordinances, updated July 8, 2020, https://www.fema.gov/glossary/�oodplain-management-ordinances . See 44 CFR pts. 59 & 60. See also, 
e.g., Code of the City of Frederick (MD) §31-11(a) (establishing requirement of permit from city engineer prior to development or construction in a �ood hazard 
area).

80  Nora Goldstein et al., “BioCycle Nationwide Survey: Residential Food Waste Collection Access in the U.S.,” BioCycle, September 11, 2023, https://www.biocycle.
net/residential-food-waste-collection-access-in-u-s/ (�nding that 8.2 million households had curbside-only access, 5.1 million households had drop-o�-only access, 
and 1.8 million households had both types of access).

81  See, e.g., Cal. SB 1383.

82  A contract may be exclusive to a single hauler, semi-exclusive (with di�erent haulers servicing speci�c districts in a collection service area), or even nonexclusive. 
See, e.g., Metro Government of Nashville and Davidson County, Solid Waste Master Plan: Achieving Zero Waste, August 2019, app. L, L8–L10, https://�letransfer.
nashville.gov/portals/0/sitecontent/pw/docs/recycle/MasterPlan/SWMP%20Appendices_Final.pdf  (overview of solid waste collection franchising). For a 
discussion of how exclusive franchise agreements have negatively a�ected community composting operations in California, see SELC, Dra� Policy Guide: Growing 
Compost, 16. See also Brenda Platt, “Cities’ Exclusive Agreements with Trash Collectors Are Holding Back Community Composters,” ILSR, April 27, 2022,  
https://ilsr.org/articles/franchise-districts-composters/ .

83  Terminology varies across local governments. The Model refers to hauler “licensing,” which is common language (e.g., in Austin), though many municipal 
governments refer to “permitting” instead (e.g., Nashville). See Austin Resource Recovery, “Get a Private Hauler License,” accessed February 24, 2025,  
https://www.austintexas.gov/department/get-private-hauler-license ; and Metro Government of Nashville and Davidson County, “Private Collection Permits,” 
accessed September 2023, https://www.nashville.gov/departments/water/waste-and-recycling/private-collection-permits . 

84  See Foundation for Community Association Research, 2023 U.S. National and State Statistical Review, accessed November 2024, https://foundation.caionline.org/
wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023StatsReviewDigital-002.pdf  (summarizing recent association data and information).

85  State laws and local ordinances that protect residential access to composting are sometimes called “right to compost” laws. See, e.g., Md. Code Ann., Real Property 
§11B-111.9 (providing that an HOA may not prohibit or unreasonably restrict a lot owner from contracting with a private entity to collect organic waste materials 
from the lot owner for composting at a composting facility, which includes impeding the ability of a private entity to access the common elements for the purpose of 
collecting such materials); Md. Code Ann., Real Property §11-111.5 (same, condominiums); Tex. Property Code Ann. §202.007(a)(1), (d)(1) (providing that a property 
owners’ association may not prohibit or restrict a property owner from implementing measures promoting solid-waste composting of vegetation, including grass 
clippings, leaves, or brush, but may regulate the requirements for or location of a composting device); and Code of the City of Austin, Tex. §15-6-91 (providing that 
multifamily residential premises with �ve or more dwelling units must ensure that tenants and employees have access to composting services).

86  See, e.g., Island County (WA) Code of Ordinances §8.08B.150(A)(3)(e); Ferguson (MO) Code of Ordinances §37-6(d).

87  See, e.g., Camas (WA) Code of Ordinance §2.25.050 (giving purchasing priority to compost products from companies that produce compost products locally, are 
certi�ed by a nationally recognized organization, and produce compost products that are derived from municipal solid waste compost programs and meet quality 
standards comparable to those adopted by state governmental departments). In Washington, state law requires such ordinances for certain cities and counties. 
RCW 43.19A.150. For easily adaptable legal language regarding compost procurement, see Linda Breggin and Darby Hoover, “Model Compost Procurement Policy: 
With and Without Commentaries,” NRDC and ELI, July 2021, https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-compost-procurement-policy-and-without-commentaries . 
For examples of community composters with municipal contracts, see ILSR, “Webinar: Government Support for Community Composting Part 2: Food Scrap 
Collectors & Composters with Municipal Contracts,” May 25, 2022, https://ilsr.org/articles/govt-support-for-community-composting-collectors/ . 

88  See, e.g., Linda Breggin, Akielly Hu, and Sam Koenig, A Toolkit for Incorporating Food Waste in Municipal Climate Action Plans, ELI, July 2021, https://www.eli.
org/research-report/toolkit-incorporating-food-waste-municipal-climate-action-plans ; ILSR, Composting and Climate Action Plans: A Guide for Local Solutions—
Model Measures and Template Language, April 2024, https://cdn.ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Composting-and-Climate-Action-Plans-A-Guide-for-Local-
Solutions-April-2024.pdf  (outlining model language to use as a template for incorporating local, decentralized composting into climate action plans); Emily M. 
Broad Leib et al., Achieving Zero Food Waste—A State Policy Toolkit: Other Governmental Action to Address Food Waste, Zero Food Waste Coalition, May 2023, 
14–16 and Appendix N, https://cdn.sanity.io/�les/34qvzoil/production/a517a31a81c38d76e897dd539bde3207a�a164d.pdf (climate action plans with a food waste 
reduction goal; includes model); and Frederick County (MD) Division of Utilities and Solid Waste Management, Solid Waste Management Plan 2018–2037, October 
31, 2017, https://frederickcountymd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/330456/SWMP_Senate-Bill-370_2020-11-25_Final_MDE-approved  (waste management plans). 

89  For a model ordinance with commentaries and background memorandum addressing zoning barriers to community composting, see Hoover et al., “Model 
Municipal Zoning Ordinance.” 

90  Angela Park, Equity in Sustainability: An Equity Scan of Local Government Sustainability Programs, Urban Sustainability Directors Network, September 
2014, i:1, https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_equity_scan_sept_2014_�nal.pdf ; see also Seema Kakade, “A Contractual Relationship with 
Environmental Justice,” American University Law Review 73, no. 2 (2023): 354, https://aulawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Kakade.pdf  (“Scholars cite 
to four dimensions to justice that are embedded in the concept of environmental justice: distributive justice, procedural justice, corrective justice, and transitional 
or social justice.”).

91  Park, Equity in Sustainability .

https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-03/documents/wtsguide.pdf
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-03/documents/wtsguide.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-03/documents/r02002.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-03/documents/r02002.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-stormwater-program
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-stormwater-program
https://ilsr.org/articles/composting-ohrats/
https://ilsr.org/articles/composting-ohrats/
https://ilsr.org/articles/rodent-reduction/
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92  Ibid.; see also Julia Spector and Najee Quashie, Community Composting and Priority Climate Action Plans Guide, ILSR, last updated February 2024, 14,  
https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Community-Composting-and-Priority-Climate-Action-Plans-Guide.February2024.pdf  (“Composting . . . programs 
must not be relegated to high-earning communities but must be established in low-income communities”).

93  Park, Equity in Sustainability ; see also Spector and Quashie, Community Composting and Priority, 15 (“Acknowledge the environmental injustices marginalized 
communities have faced and meaningfully incorporate residents into composting solutions to right these wrongs”).

94  Park, Equity in Sustainability .

95  Ibid.

96  See, e.g., Jordan Perry and Linda Breggin, “An Overview of Multilingual Outreach, Translation, and Language Justice Resources,” ELI, June 2022, https://www.eli.
org/research-report/research-brief-overview-multilingual-outreach-translation-and-language-justice . See also Spector and Quashie, Community Composting and 
Priority , 15 (“Historically marginalized communities, including people of color, low-income, immigrants, people with impairments, and limited English pro�cient 
individuals, should be given meaningful opportunities to engage in the planning and operation of any composting . . . program requiring outreach and accessible 
means of participation”).

97  Park, Equity in Sustainability ; see also Spector and Quashie, Community Composting and Priority, 15 (“Outreach and education campaigns must reach 
underserved and disadvantaged communities”).

98  See FEMA, Engaging Faith-Based and Community Organizations, April 2025, https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/�les/documents/fema_engaging-faith-based-
and-community-organizations-guide_2025.pdf.

99  Because�community composters�often create�many�co-bene�ts for the community, the environment,�and the municipality for which they are not compensated 
(e.g.,�greenhouse gas reduction, waste management cost reduction, soil health�improvements, job training, and green space), municipalities should consider 
opportunities to assist them �nancially.

100  City University of New York Institute for State & Local Governance, Building Better Public Sector Data: CUNY ISLG’s Data and Analytic Capacity-Building (DACB) 
Model, October 8, 2024, https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fcea962a1b4d771ad256fcc/t/6706d50b4e6e7d304c8ec709/1728501005428/CUNY+ISLG+Data+a
nd+Analytic+Capacity+Building+Model+-+October+2024.pdf.

https://ilsr.org/articles/performance-based-composting/
https://sustainablecitycode.org/brief/composting-in-agricultural-residential-and-commercial-districts-4/
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/Model-Zoning-Template-and-Guidelines
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/Model-Zoning-Template-and-Guidelines
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